
WEEK STARTING APRIL 13
Song 18 and Prayer

Q Congregation Bible Study:
cl chap. 23 �1-9 (30 min.)

Q TheocraticMinistry School:
Bible reading: 1 Samuel 19-22 (8 min.)
No. 1: 1 Samuel 21:10–22:4 (3 min. or less)
No. 2: Barnabas—Theme: Be Warmhearted
and Generous in Your Ministry—it-1 p. 257
(5 min.)
No. 3: Why Do Humans Suffer?—nwt p. 19
�1-4 (5 min.)

Q ServiceMeeting:
Song 115
10 min: Walk as Wise Persons by “Making the
Best Use of Your Time.” Talk highlighting the
monthly theme.—Eph. 5:15, 16; see The Watch-
tower, May 15, 2012, pp. 19-20, pars. 11-14.
20 min: “Make the Best Use of Your Time in
the Ministry.” Discussion.
Song 98 and Prayer
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MONTHLY THEME: Walk aswise persons by
“making the best use of your time.”—Eph. 5:15, 16.

Jehovah’s Witnesses spent 1,945,487,604
hours in the ministry during the 2014 ser-
vice year—clear evidence that we are resolved
to stay busy in Jehovah’s service! (Ps. 110:3;
1 Cor. 15:58) Since “the time left is reduced,”
is it possible to use our precious hours in
the ministry to contact even more people?
—1 Cor. 7:29.

Making the best use of our time in the
ministry requires flexibility. For instance, if
you regularly spend an hour or more in a par-
ticular aspect of the ministry without speak-
ing to anyone, could you make adjustments
in order to find and talk to more people? Cir-
cumstances vary from place to place. How-

ever, the following suggestions may help you
to make better use of your time so that you
can avoid “striking the air.”—1 Cor. 9:26.

˙ House-to-HouseWitnessing: For many
decades, publishers have customari-
ly started their day in the ministry by
preaching from house to house. However,
since many individuals work during the
day, why not try preaching from house to
house in the late afternoon or early eve-
ning, when more people are at home and
relaxed? During the day, street or busi-
ness witnessing may yield better results.

˙ PublicWitnessing: Tables and mobile
displays should be set up in high-traffic
areas within the congregation’s territory
boundary. (See the July 2013 Our King-
domMinistry, p. 5.) If pedestrian traffic di-
minishes in an area designated for public
witnessing, the Congregation Service
Committee may decide that the mobile
display or table should be relocated to an
area with higher pedestrian traffic.

˙ Return Visits and Bible Studies: Is it
possible to schedule your return visits and
Bible studies during times when other
features of the ministry are less produc-
tive? For instance, if the house-to-house
ministry is productive on Saturday morn-
ings, could you have your Bible study in
the afternoon or in the evening? When
making return visits, could publishers
split into smaller car groups so as to ac-
complish more in the ministry?

While it is true that we can count our time
whenever we engage in the ministry, our joy
increases when we are productive. If you find
that participating in one feature of the min-
istry is not effective at a specific time, try an-
other feature. Pray to Jehovah, “the Master of
the harvest,” for his direction so that you can
make the best use of your time in the minis-
try!—Matt. 9:38.

Make the Best Use of Your Time
in theMinistry
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Witnessing with a mobile cart or a table dis-
play is proving to be very effective in drawing
honesthearted ones to the truth. (John 6:44)
Therefore, elders have been encouraged to or-
ganize public witnessing in areas of the con-
gregation’s territory where there is high pe-
destrian traffic. Since mobile displays are not
stationary, generally there is no need to ask
permission from the authorities. Who are
qualified to participate? Publishers who dem-
onstrate good judgment, present themselves
in a dignified way, and have good conversa-
tion skills. The following are some dos and

don’ts that will help publishers have more
success.
Do:
˙ Be friendly, welcoming, and helpful to

passersby. Some publishers give a warm,
genuine smile and say a friendly greeting.
If someone looks at the display as he pass-
es by, you might say, “You can take some-
thing if you like.”

˙ Stand at an appropriate distance from the
display. In some places publishers experi-
ence success when they stand within a few
feet of the display. Others find that this
method makes passersby hesitant to stop,
so they stand a little farther away and wait
until someone stops at the display. Once a
person approaches the display, try to en-
gage him in conversation, perhaps by ask-
ing, “Have you ever thought about that
question before?”

˙ Use the Bible as often as possible.
˙ Explain the Bible study arrangement to

anyone who takes one of our study publi-
cations, such as the Bible Teach book. Offer
to play the video Why Study the Bible? on
an electronic device.

˙ Obtain contact information from interest-
ed ones when possible. If the person does
not live in your territory, fill out a Please
Follow Up (S-43) form, and give it to the
secretary as soon as possible.

Don’t:
˙ Be aggressive, insistent, or pushy or stand

next to the display like a sentinel.
˙ View this form of witnessing as simply a

way to distribute literature. When we are
in the ministry, our goal is to start Bible
studies, so we should try to engage indi-
viduals in conversation.

˙ Block the display or become too engrossed
in conversation with your partner. If you
must use your cell phone for a personal
call, it is usually best to step away from the
display.

˙ Get involved in debates with opposers. If
an opposer becomes abusive, it may be
necessary to move to another location.

How toWitness Using a
Literature Display

WEEK STARTING APRIL 20
Song 3 and Prayer

Q Congregation Bible Study:
cl chap. 23 �10-18 (30 min.)

Q TheocraticMinistry School:
Bible reading: 1 Samuel 23-25 (8 min.)
No. 1: 1 Samuel 23:13-23 (3 min. or less)
No. 2: What Does the Bible Promise for the Fu-
ture?—nwt p. 20 �1-3 (5 min.)
No. 3: Baruch (No. 1)—Theme: Serve Jehovah
Unselfishly—it-1 p. 259 (5 min.)

Q ServiceMeeting:
Song 97
15 min: “How to Witness Using a Literature
Display.” Discussion. Demonstrate the follow-
ing: Two publishers are at a cart or a table. One
publisher simply smiles at a passerby. The other
publisher then smiles at the next passerby, asks
a question as the person comes closer, and starts
an enthusiastic conversation. How might we ap-
ply this approach even when we are not using a
literature display?
15 min: Regular Occasions for Rejoicing. Dis-
cussion based on the September 15, 2012,
Watchtower, pages 31-32, paragraphs 15-19.
Stimulate enthusiasm for the upcoming region-
al convention. Build anticipation for what will be
presented by encouraging all to preview the con-
vention, using the program posted on jw.org.
Song 75 and Prayer
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WEEK STARTING APRIL 27
Song 1 and Prayer

Q Congregation Bible Study:
cl chap. 23 �19-23, box on p. 239 (30 min.)

Q TheocraticMinistry School:
Bible reading: 1 Samuel 26-31 (8 min.)
Theocratic Ministry School Review (20 min.)

Q ServiceMeeting:
Song 66
7 min: “A Direct Invitation.” Questions and
answers. When considering paragraph 3, have
a brief demonstration showing how to present
the invitation.
10 min: “Convention Reminders.” Discus-
sion by secretary. Focus attention on the Bi-
ble principles that are highlighted and how
they can be applied during the 2015 regional
convention. Also discuss pertinent points from
the letter to all congregations dated August 3,
2013, regarding safety precautions when at-
tending spiritual programs.
13 min: “Unleash the Power of God’s Word
in Your Ministry.” Discussion. Afterward, have
a brief two-part demonstration. First, a pub-
lisher introduces the Good News brochure to
a householder by reciting parts of 2 Timothy
3:16, 17, without opening the Bible. Then, the
publisher gives the presentation again, but this
time he reads the scripture directly from the Bi-
ble. Invite comments on why the second pre-
sentation can be more effective.
Song 124 and Prayer

1. What kind of love is loyal love, and in
what areas of life is it especially need-
ed? (Ruth 1:16, 17) [Mar. 2, w12 7/1
p. 26 par. 6]

2. How did Ruth acquire the reputation
of being “an excellent woman”? (Ruth
3:11) [Mar. 2, w12 10/1 p. 23 par. 1]

3. When we are confronted with prob-
lems, in what way can we benefit from
Hannah’s example? (1 Sam. 1:16-18)
[Mar. 9, w07 3/15 p. 16 pars. 4-5]

4. When Samuel was a boy “growing up
before Jehovah,” what was it that pro-
tected him from the bad example of
Eli’s sons? (1 Sam. 2:21) [Mar. 9, w10
10/1 p. 16 pars. 2-3]

5. In what way can we benefit from
Saul’s refusal to act rashly when
“worthless men” rejected his king-
ship? (1 Sam. 10:22, 27) [Mar. 23, w05
3/15 p. 23 par. 1]

6. What vital lesson do we learn from
Saul’s mistaken view that a sacrifice
could be substituted for obedience to
Jehovah? (1 Sam. 15:22, 23) [Mar. 30,
w07 6/15 p. 26 pars. 3-4]

7. Why is it reassuring to know that Jeho-
vah “sees into the heart” of a person?
(1 Sam. 16:7) [Apr. 6, w10 3/1 p. 23
par. 7]

8. According to Proverbs 1:4, what do
we possess that Jehovah expects us to
use when facing difficult situations?
(1 Sam. 21:12, 13) [Apr. 13, w05 3/15
p. 24 par. 4]

9. Why can it be said that Abigail was
not rebelling against her husband’s
headship when she gave provisions to
David and his men? (1 Sam. 25:10, 11,
18, 19) [Apr. 20, w09 7/1 p. 20 par. 3]

10. Abigail apologized for something she
did not do. How can we benefit from
her example? (1 Sam. 25:24) [Apr. 20,
w02 11/1 p. 5 pars. 1, 4]

Theocratic Ministry School
Review
The following questions will be considered
at the Theocratic Ministry School during
the week beginning April 27, 2015. The
date when each point is scheduled for
discussion is included so that research can
be done when preparing for the school
each week.
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1 If you were planning a special meal for
family or friends, one that required much ef-
fort and expense to prepare, you would likely
be enthusiastic when extending invitations.
Similarly, much work has gone into prepar-
ing the spiritual feast that will be present-
ed at our upcoming convention. Beginning
three weeks before the start of our conven-
tion, Jehovah is allowing us the privilege of
inviting others to attend. What will help us
to extend the invitations with enthusiasm?

2 We will be moved to have a full share
in the campaign if we reflect appreciative-
ly on how much we personally benefit from
the refreshing instruction that Jehovah pro-
vides at our conventions. (Isa. 65:13, 14) We
should remember, too, that our annual cam-
paign yields results. (See the box “It Gets Re-
sults.”) Some people we invite will attend the

1. When will the invitation campaign for the
convention begin?
2. What will move us to have a full share in the
campaign?

convention with us, while others will not.
Regardless of how many respond, however,
our diligent efforts during the campaign
bring praise to Jehovah and reflect his gener-
osity.—Ps. 145:3, 7; Rev. 22:17.

3 Each body of elders should determine
how they can give the invitations wide dis-
tribution, including whether to leave them
at not-at-homes or offer them in public wit-
nessing within their territory. On weekends
the magazines should be offered along with
the invitation when appropriate. After the
campaign concludes, how happy we will be
to know that we participated enthusiastically
and that as many people as possible joined
us at the spiritual banquet that Jehovah pro-
vided!

3. How will the invitations be distributed?

ADirect Invitation

It Gets Results
˙ Several years ago when one sister was

participating in the invitation cam-
paign, she wondered if all the effort was
worthwhile. She thought, ‘Will people
actually respond and attend the con-
vention with us?’ On Saturday morning
of the convention, she noticed a Sikh
gentleman sitting nearby, so she decid-
ed to introduce herself. It became ap-
parent that he was at the convention
because he had received one of our in-
vitations. He had a number of questions
that the sister was able to answer. He
commented on how much he was en-
joying the program and how impressed
he was by the appearance and conduct
of the delegates. Later on the same day,
the sister struck up a conversation with
a couple sitting near her. They too had

received an invitation and had come to
the convention by bus. They were enjoy-
ing the convention and planned to at-
tend on Sunday. The sister then realized
how important our annual campaign is.

˙ At a recent convention, a husband and
wife who are regular pioneers intro-
duced themselves to an older couple.
The couple explained that they were
there for the first time. “Who invited
you?” the pioneers asked. “When we
came home one day, we found the invi-
tation under our door,” was the reply.
They read the invitation and even filled
out the coupon on the back. Other dele-
gates at the convention shared their
lunch with the couple. They enjoyed the
program so much that they made plans
to return the next day. Arrangements
were made to visit them and follow up
on the interest.

What Will You Say? After giving
a customary greeting, you might say:
“We are involved in a global campaign
to distribute this invitation to a very
important event. The date, time, and
address are printed on the invitation.”
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˛ Program Times: The doors to the
convention site will open at 8:00 a.m.
The introductory music will begin at
9:20 a.m. all three days. At that time,
all of us should go to our seats so that
the program can begin in a dignified
manner. The program will conclude
at about 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday and at about 4:00 p.m. on Sun-
day.

˛ ‘Praise Jehovah With Song’: God’s
people in ancient times praised Je-
hovah in song, and music continues
to be an important part of true wor-
ship today. (Ps. 28:7) Each session of
our regional convention begins with
a musical interlude. This is not mere-
ly background music but is prepared
so that we may learn about and wor-
ship Jehovah. Thus, when the chair-
man announces that the musical in-
terlude is about to begin, that is the
time to be seated and listen with ap-
preciation to the music, rather than
to converse. Our doing so shows that
we value the efforts of the members
of the Watchtower orchestra. Twice a
year these brothers and sisters trav-
el at their own expense to Patterson,
New York, in order to produce beauti-
ful music for our enjoyment. After
listening intently to the musical in-
terlude, everyone should join in prais-
ing Jehovah by singing our Kingdom
songs.

˛ Parking: At all convention sites
where we control the parking, the
spaces will be available at no charge
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Parking is usually limited, so carpool-
ing should be done to the extent pos-
sible. Only those with a license plate
or placard for the disabled will be al-

lowed to park in the area reserved for
such ones.

˛ Seat Saving: When the doors to the
facility are opened each morning,
please do not rush to the seating area,
as if competing with fellow attenders.
Please be considerate of others, even
sacrificing our preferences for the
sake of our brothers. A self-sacrificing
spirit identifies us as true Christians
and moves onlookers to praise God.
(John 13:34, 35; 1 Cor. 13:5; 1 Pet. 2:
12) Seats may be saved only for
those traveling with you in the same
vehicle, living with you in the same
home, or currently studying the Bible
with you. Please do not store things
on seats that you are not saving. Your
cooperation in this regard will allow
others to see that those seats are avail-
able. Special seating has been pro-
vided for the elderly and the infirm.
Since this seating is limited, only one
or two persons who are directly assist-
ing the elderly or infirm individual
may sit with him or her.

˛ Modest Dress: Our dress during the
convention should be appropriate
and modest, not reflecting the ex-
treme styles common in the world.
(1 Tim. 2:9) Even when checking in
and out of the hotel and during times
of leisure before and after the ses-
sions, we want to avoid an overly ca-
sual or slovenly appearance. Thus we
will be proud to wear our convention
badge and not be embarrassed to give
a witness when we have an opportu-
nity. Our appearance and fine con-
duct while attending the upcoming
conventions will not only attract hon-
esthearted people to the Bible’s life-
saving message but it will also bring
joy to Jehovah.—Zeph. 3:17.

Convention Reminders
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˛ Good Manners With Electronic De-
vices: We show good manners dur-
ing the program by adjusting our cell
phones or other electronic devices to
a setting that will not disturb oth-
ers. If using a camera, video record-
er, electronic tablet, or other such de-
vice, we want to be considerate by not
disturbing others or blocking their
view. We also display good manners
by not texting or e-mailing needlessly
during the program.

˛ Noon Meal: Please bring a lunch rath-
er than leave the convention site to
obtain a meal during the noon break.
A small cooler that can be placed un-
der a seat may be used. Large family-
size picnic coolers and glass containers
are not permitted in the convention
facility.

˛ Donations: We can show our appre-
ciation for the convention arrange-
ments by making voluntary contri-
butions to the worldwide work at the
convention. Any checks should be
made payable to “Christian Congrega-
tion of Jehovah’s Witnesses.” Dona-
tions can also be made by means of a
debit or credit card.

˛ Medication: If you require prescrip-
tion medication, please be sure to
bring an adequate supply with you,
since none will be available at the
convention. Diabetic syringes and
needles must be disposed of proper-
ly as hazardous waste and not in trash
receptacles at the convention facility
or hotel.

˛ Safety Precautions: Please be espe-
cially mindful of preventing inju-
ries that can be caused by slipping
and tripping. Each year injuries oc-
cur that are related to footwear, es-
pecially high-heeled shoes. It is best
to choose modest, well-fitting shoes

that will allow one to walk safely on
ramps, stairs, gratings, and so forth.

˛ Hearing Impaired: The program will
be broadcast in the auditorium on an
FM radio frequency. To hear the pro-
gram, you will need to bring a small
battery-operated FM receiver with ear-
phones.

˛ Baby Strollers and Lawn Chairs: Baby
strollers and lawn chairs should not
be brought to the convention site.
However, child-safety seats are accept-
able if they can be secured in a seat
next to the parents.

˛ Fragrances: Most conventions take
place in enclosed areas with mechan-
ical ventilation. Therefore, it would
be loving on our part to limit the
use of strong fragrances, colognes,
and perfumes that may cause reac-
tions in people with respiratory or re-
lated problems.—1 Cor. 10:24.

˛ Please Follow Up (S-43) Forms: A
Please Follow Up form should be used
to provide information regarding any
interest found through informal wit-
nessing during the convention. Com-
pleted forms may be submitted to the
Book Room or given to your congre-
gation secretary on your return home.

˛ Restaurants: Honor Jehovah’s name
by your fine conduct at restaurants.
Dress in a way that befits a Christian
minister. Leave a tip if this is custom-
ary.

˛ Hotels:
(1) Please do not reserve more rooms

than you will actually use, and do not
have more people stay in your room
than what is allowed.

(2) Do not cancel your reservation ex-
cept for an emergency situation, and
notify the hotel as soon as it occurs
so that others needing accommoda-
tions can use the room. (Matt. 5:37)
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When a person allows us time to share
the good news with him, we make good
use of the opportunity and unleash the
power of God’s Word by reading scrip-
tures directly from the Bible. This was
emphasized at last year’s special assem-
bly day. The circuit overseer gave a talk
entitled “Unleash the Power of God’s
Word in Your Ministry.” Do you remem-
ber the main points?

˙ Why is Jehovah’s word more power-
ful than ours?—2 Tim. 3:16,17.

˙ How does the Bible stir emotions,
shape thinking, refine motives,
and drive behavior?—See TheWatch-
tower, June 15, 2012, p. 27, par. 7.

˙ When we read a scripture to some-
one in the ministry, how can we
draw attention to God’s Word in
a way that engenders respect for
it?—See the Ministry School book,
p.148, pars. 3-4 and the March 2013
Our KingdomMinistry, p. 6, par. 8.

˙ Why is it important that we explain
and reason on the scriptures that we
read, and how can we do so?—Acts
17:2, 3; see the Ministry School book,
p.154, par. 4 to p.156, par. 5.

Unleash the Power of God’s
Word in YourMinistry

If you do have to cancel, be sure to
get a cancellation number. If you can-
cel a room less than 48 hours ahead
of time, your deposit will not be re-
funded.

(3) Please note that if you use a debit or
credit card when registering at a ho-
tel, it is standard practice for the ho-
tel to place a hold on funds in your
account to cover your total room cost,
plus any possible damages or inci-
dentals during your stay. You will not
be able to use any of those funds un-
til your account is settled within a few
days after you depart.

(4) Take a luggage cart only when you
are ready to use it, and return it im-
mediately so that others may use it.

(5) If it is the custom in your country, tip
hotel workers when they carry your
luggage and leave a tip for the house-
keeper.

(6) Cook only in rooms where cooking is
permitted.

(7) Do not abuse any complimentary
breakfast, coffee, or ice provisions
that are made available for guests to
consume while they are at the hotel.

(8) At all times, display the fruitage of
the spirit when dealing with the ho-
tel staff. They are caring for a large
number of guests and appreciate our
kindness, patience, and reasonable-
ness.

(9) Parents should supervise their chil-
dren at all times around the hotel,
including the elevators, swimming
pool, lobby area, exercise room, and
so forth.

(10) The room rate shown on the Recom-
mended Lodging List is the full price
per day, excluding tax. If you are
overcharged, refuse these charges
and inform the Rooming Department
at the convention as soon as possible.

(11) If a problem arises with your hotel
room, inform the Rooming Depart-
ment while at the convention so that
they can assist you.

˛ Volunteer Service: Any who wish to
volunteer should report to the Volun-
teer Service Department at the conven-
tion. Children under 16 years of age
can also make a fine contribution by
working under the direction of a par-
ent, guardian, or other adult approved
by a parent or guardian.
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˛ Literature offer for April: The Watchtower
and Awake! magazines. May and June: What
Does the Bible Really Teach? or Would You Like
to Know the Truth? July: Good News From God!,
Listen to God, or Listen to God and Live Forever.
˛ The meeting schedule for the week preced-
ing your regional convention should be adjust-
ed in order to review counsel and reminders

from the insert in this issue of Our Kingdom
Ministry and the letter to all congregations
dated August 3, 2013, regarding safety precau-
tions when attending spiritual programs. A
month or two following your convention, a lo-
cal needs part may be used to review specif-
ic convention points that the publishers have
found to be helpful in the ministry.
˛ Since May has five full weekends, it would
be an excellent month to auxiliary pioneer.

Announcements

34567� May 1
“If you could end one problem in

the world, what would it be? [Allow for
response.] According to the Bible, God
will soon bring an end to that problem
and many more. [Choose a scripture to
read that applies, such as Daniel 2:44;
Proverbs 2:21, 22; Matthew 7:21-23; or
2 Peter 3:7.] This issue of The Watch-
tower discusses when and how God is
going to make such welcome changes
to the earth.”

!"#$ May
“Do you think we will ever live in a

world where people will have comfort-
able housing and not suffer from pov-
erty? [Allow for response.] Please note
the promise God has made to mankind
concerning this. [Read Isaiah 65:21,
22.] This issue of Awake! discusses how
God will fulfill his promises to man-
kind and how we can be a part of it.”

Sample Presentations

WEEK STARTINGMAY4
Song 68 and Prayer

Q Congregation Bible Study:
cl chap. 24 �1-10 (30 min.)

Q TheocraticMinistry School:
Bible reading: 2 Samuel 1-3 (8 min.)
No. 1: 2 Samuel 2:24-32 (3 min. or less)
No. 2: Bath-sheba—Theme: Repentant Wrong-
doers Can Receive God’s Favor—it-1 pp. 263-
264 (5 min.)
No. 3: Bible Promises That Will Soon Be Ful-
filled—nwt p. 20 �4–p. 21 �1 (5 min.)

Q ServiceMeeting:
Song 43
10 min: Local needs. May include demonstra-
tion of magazine presentations.
5 min: The Literature Offer for May and June.
Discussion. Consider features of the literature
that will be offered. Include a demonstration.
15 min: Preaching in Seldom-Worked Territo-
ry—A Good Use of Time! Discussion by elder,
preferably one who has preached in seldom-
worked territory. Play the video Witnessing in Iso-
lated Territory—Australia. (Go to jw.org, and look
under ABOUT US ˛ ACTIVITIES.) Discuss the
positive effects that preaching in seldom-worked
territory had on the family in the video. Inter-
view any in the congregation who have served
in seldom-worked territory. What positive effects
did it have on their family, their ministry, and
their spirituality? What kind of planning was in-
volved? If any wish to preach in seldom-worked
territory, the elders will be happy to provide as-
sistance. Emphasize that preaching in seldom-
worked territory is a fine way to make good use
of our time.
New song “Teach Them to Stand Firm” and
Prayer
Reminder: Please play the music through once,
and then the congregation should sing the new
song.
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Some exciting features of the United States report
for October 2014 include the following: A total of
785,888 Bible studies were conducted, an in-
crease of 5,894 compared with the same month
last year. It was also thrilling to see 2,911 baptized,
an average of about 728 each week. If we make
ourselves available, Jehovah can
use us to help make disciples be-
fore the end comes.—Matt. 28:
19, 20.

Field Service Highlights


